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Kazakhstan Photographer Radek Skrivanek
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TGy LSt highlight “the demise of the Aral
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The summits host, Kazakh President Mursultan Mazarbaev, later produced
a statgment focusing only on the_ decline nfth_e .ﬂJaI_Sea. The document v Editors’ Picks
was signed oy all five Central Asian leaders, including Gurbanguly
Berdymukhammedoyv of Turkmenistan.
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Moticeably absent from the summit
was uninvited Russia, which in
recent months has called an
countries in the region to take the
concerns of others inta
consideration when thinking about
future hydropower projects.
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The call was seen by Tajikistan as
a sign that Moscow was siding with
Uzbekistan in the most serious
source of dispute — and instability — country’s hydropower plans.
among upstream and downstream countries in Central Asia.
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Rivers that originate fram mountainous Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan irrigate
lands in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan before flowing into the ~ Most Popular
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Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, which suffer most during cold winters and have 1. DK, Who Brought The Israeli
little hydrocarbon resources, have long been pursuing the construction of Oranges Into lran?
hydropower projects. 2 Rising Tide Of Militancy
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“At a time when natural energy resources are scarce, in order to ensure a Pakistans Nukes

stable supply of energy resources to our population, especially in the cold
winter period, our country now has to place a special emphasis on the
development of the hydroelectric industry,” Kyrgyz leader Bakiev said.
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The region’s most populous country, Uzbekistan, fiercely opposes such Stop Global Spread Of Swine
prajects, saying the construction of the hydropower stations would reduce Flu
the flow of water on its territory. 5. Turkish Schools Coming
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Cn a positive note, Mazarbaev announced that that Kazakhstan was not
going to wind up the planned Aral Sea-saving efforts, despite the global Most Commented
BCoOnomic Crisis.

The Aral, located between Kazakhstan to the north and Lizbekistan to the
south, was once the world's fourth-largest inland body of water.

But the sea has dramatically shrunk in recent decades due in large
measure to the diversion of its feeder rivers for irrigation, causing
ecological and social disasters.

Its water levels have fallen to the point that the sea split into two separate
bodies of water —the Morthern and the Southern Aral Seas.

As part of the first phase of the project to replenish the northern part, a
13-kilometer dike was opened in 2005. As a result, the Morthern Aral Sea’s
surface area is now more than 40 percent larger than it was at its lowest
point.

Mazarbaev said the second stage, involving constructing another dike to
raise the water levels, would start in the near future.

Optimists say that within a few years the sea could again be lapping at the
shores of the farmer port of Aral, which now stands 35 kilometers from the
shore, bringing environmental recovery and new economic opportunities.

But regional cooperation and water management in all five Central Asian
states remains of vital imporntance to the regeneration project.

RFERL's Kazakh Service contributed to this report

P

m

flos |

Terminge




